Legislative Update # 1 – 2011 Legislative Session 
Well, we’re still a month out from the beginning of the session, and it looks like it’s going to be a banner year.  With the significant turnover and changes in leadership, we’re seeing that pretty much everything is on the table.  Already, there have been close to 650 bills introduced into the House and Senate.  However, so far there have not been a lot of bills introduced which would have a significant impact on our day to day activities.  Below is a brief synopsis of bills of interest to procurement and their current status.  

Remember that the legislature only has one thing they absolutely have to do; and that is pass a budget, and most bills never make out of committee.  In the regular session of 2010, a total of 2113 general bills were introduced, and only 253 passed both chambers.  A passing percentage of about 12%.

S452 – Police Dogs, Retried; veterinary services


Although not procurement related, you might want to make your police departments aware of this one.  The bill if passed would require law enforcement agencies to provide veterinary care to their k-9 dogs after the dog is retired and through the remainder of the dog’s life.  The bill also specifically includes cremation services.  This bill does not currently have a house version.  
S230 – Immigration status and verification 


Would require contractors doing business and bidding on contracts for agency’s which are required to follow 287.057, to be registered and participating in a federal work-authorization program.  The bill also requires that the contractors ensure all sub-contractors register and participate in a federal work-authorization program.  The contractor is required to certify in writing to the agency that they comply with this statute.  There is a phased implementation from 2012, through 2014, depending on number of employees of the contractor.

This bill also includes requirements for county and municipal detention facilities to verify status of those being held in the detention facility, and that any person found to be in the U.S. unlawfully shall be reported to the Department of Homeland Security.


Further the bill requires verification of status of individuals who have applied for state or local public benefits.  


This bill a filed house version (H271)

S-386 - Preference to FL businesses 


Entitled the “Buy Florida Act”, this bill would require preference be given to printing contractors in the awarding of printing contract to vendors having a principle place of business in FL.  This bill would apply to all political sub-divisions (schools, municipalities and counties)  


Additionally the bill requires that any agency (including political sub-divisions) that are required to make purchases through a competitive solicitation process, a preferences shall be given to the bidders having a principle place of business in FL.  This preference is stated at 5%, if the low bid of the out of state bidder is from a state which does not have a preference.  If the low bid is from a bidder which resides in a state which does have a local vendor preference, than the preference given to the FL bidder shall be equal to that preference given by the state of the bidder which is the low bidder.  
S-444 – Procedures for Procurement 


 This bill mandates a prohibition against contracting with any company which may be on the Scrutinized Companies with activities in Sudan List, or the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List for contracts exceeding $1,000,000 in value.  This bill applies to political sub-divisions.  The bill does have some exceptions for renewing of contracts with companies that may be on the list, or if there was a public finding that the goods or services could not be obtained other than through one of these companies.  Written certification is required by the contractor for contracts exceeding $1,000,000.  A company which is proven to submit a fraudulent certification is subject to a penalty of $250,000 or twice the contract value, whichever is greater.  This bill has a corresponding House bill.

S-276 – Professional Services Contracts.


This bill allows compensation to be a considering factor during the competitive selection process for architectural, engineering, and other professional services. Authorizes the governmental agency or school board to reopen negotiations with any selected firm following termination of negotiations with other firms.


There is a corresponding House bill 

S-672 – Uniform Traffic Control


Essentially repeals the red light traffic enforcement statutes passed last year.  

